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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes   

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 
  

YEAR 11                          ENGLISH LANGUAGE              MARKING SCHEME  
 

Half   marks  are  to  be  rounded  up  only  after  the  global  mark  has  been arrived  

at (e.g. 55½ = 56). 

 

In Exercises A – D no mark is to be awarded if the answer is spelt incorrectly.   

 

A.   Read the following and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in 

brackets. The first one (0) has been done for you.          10 x ½ mark = 5 marks                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                    

  Accept shortened forms e.g. didn’t. 

 

1.   were excavating  6.     had been destroyed 

2.   have been examining 7.     would have lost 

3.   was / is known 8.     are negotiating 

4.   were found / had been found 9.     to make 

5.   had not discovered 10.   will be working 

 

B.  Fill in the blanks with a word formed from those in brackets.  The first one (0) 

has been done for you.                                                 10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

Answers 6 and 10: Marks are to be awarded only if the words are written with a 

capital letter.  

 

1.   natural  6.     Roman 

2.   inspiration  7.     femininity 

3.   unlocked 8.     attractive  

4.   scientists 9.     graceful  

5.   pressure 10.   Unfortunately  

 

C.  Fill in the blanks with ONE word.  The first one (0) has been done for you.                                                                      

                                                                                          10 x ½ mark = 5 marks 

      Accept any other words which are logical and grammatically appropriate in the 

context. 

Answer 4: Marks are to be awarded only if the word is written with a capital 

letter.  
 

1.   toll 6.     by  

2.   industry 7.     the 

3.    cancelled / rescheduled 8.     previous 

4.   Among 9.     hosted /presented 

5.   usually /normally 10.   for 

Track 3 
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D.  Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first 

 one. The first one (0) has been provided as an example.              

                                                                                            5 x 1 mark = 5 marks 

 

1. Ana asked her husband whether/if he had seen the cat that day. 

2. He suggested asking the neighbours if/whether they’d seen it.  

3. No sooner had Ana heard that than she dashed to her neighbour’s 

door. 

4. Ana was informed by her neighbour that he had fed the cat. 

5. Not only had the cat been eating all day but now it could barely walk.  

 

 

E.    COMPREHENSION                                                                           30 marks 

Note: 

 Markers are reminded not to penalise language errors unless what is written 

is unintelligible.  

  Answers do not have to be in full sentences. 

 Unless otherwise indicated, award marks for answers which include the 

following content, which may also be rephrased.  

 

1.   Tick ( ) the most suitable title for the passage.                                1 mark  

       

 i)    Wildlife in Antarctica  

   ii)   Antarctica after the Pandemic 

 iii)  Crowds at the End of the World 

 iv)    Cruises in Antarctica 

 

2.   What was the aim of the 10-month expedition in Antarctica?             1 mark 

 To measure how human activity is disturbing Antarctica’s natural 

equilibrium. / The researchers’ aim was to map Antarctic 

ecosystems. 

 

3.   “Temperatures on King George’s Island have risen by about 3˚C in the past 

70 years”. (lines 11 – 12) What evidence does the passage provide of this 

rise in temperature on King George’s Island?              2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

i.    There was more bare rock than snow. 

ii.   The stony beach was (so) free of ice (that it could almost have 

been in England.) 

 

4. According to the passage, what consequences will the world experience as a 

result of global warming?                                          2 x ½ mark = 1 mark 

i.     If all the ice and snow in Antarctica melts, sea levels will rise 

by more than 50 metres.  

ii.  Long before then, most of human civilisation will have been 

submerged. 
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5. “As scientists scramble to calculate how long that will take, and politicians dither 

in their response to the crisis, the tourist industry has spotted an opportunity, 

offering clients the last chance to see the Antarctic before the continent as we 

know it disappears.” (lines 16 – 19)  

 In your own words, explain how scientists, politicians and the tourist industry 

have reacted to the global warming crisis.  

                                                                           3 x ½ mark = 1½ marks 

 

Scientists:  Scientists are working as fast as they can to find out 

how long it will take for the ice and snow in 

Antarctica to melt. 

Politicians: Politicians are hesitating / dawdling / wasting time 

and not taking action. 

The tourist industry: They are providing tourists with the opportunity to 

visit Antarctica. 

 

6. Explain how the writer brings out the difference between Antarctica in the past 

and Antarctica as it is today.                                                                  1 mark 

Accept answers that bring out the following: He uses a comparison. 

Antarctica used to be as strong as a nurturing mother and now it’s more 

like a weak grandparent.  

 

7. Mention two actions tour operators take to create the impression that the 

tourists are in a wilderness far from human activity.           2 x ½ mark = 1 mark                                                                            

i. They coordinate schedules.  

ii. They instruct captains to use radar to avoid visual sightings of 

other vessels. 

 

8. Mention three measures that are taken to protect Antarctica’s wildlife.                        

                                                                                    3 x ½ mark = 1½ marks                                                                            

i.   Boots need to be sterilised before setting foot on land (to avoid 

spreading seeds, fungi or viruses).  

ii.   Everyone must keep their distance from wildlife (five metres from a 

 penguin, 10 metres from a seal, 50 metres from a whale).  

iii.   No littering 

 

9.   Explain the ‘self-fulfilling prophecy’ the writer mentions in line 60.           2 marks 

 The more tourists visit Antarctica to experience its untouched beauty 

before it disappears, the more they are contributing towards its 

destruction.   

 

10.  Explain why the writer describes the bay as “smooth as polished chrome” (line 

64). Pay particular attention to the underlined words.        2 x 1 mark = 2 marks                                                                                              

The sea was calm and grey. 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 6                                                                                  English – Marking Scheme – Year 11 – Track 3 – 2021 

11.  The writer mentions the words of a song he heard on the last night of his stay in 

Paradise Harbour. In what way are the words ironic?                              2 marks 

 Accept suitable answers such as: The music was coming from a cruise ship 

that was contributing to the destruction of the environment. / The 

situation in Antarctica was not ‘the way’ the narrator ‘liked it’.   

 

12.  State whether the following are True (T) or False (F). Give a reason to prove 

whether each statement is True or False.                          4 x 1 mark = 4 marks  

 Marks are to be awarded if BOTH the reason and the ‘True or False’ part of the 

answer are answered correctly. ½ marks are NOT to be awarded.   

 

a)   The narrator travelled to the Antarctic in its coldest season.  

 F because January is the peak of the Antarctic summer. 

 

b)   More than 70% of the world’s fresh water is found in Antarctica.  

 F because less than 70% / close to 70% of the world’s fresh water is 

locked into Antarctica’s snow and ice. 

 

c)   There are less different species to be found in all of Antarctica than there 

are in a typical garden.  

 T because you can glimpse more species in the average London 

garden than on this immense continent. 

 

d)   Antarctica is as big as the United States.   

 F because it covers an area the size of the US and Mexico combined. 

 

13.   What do the words / phrases below refer to in the passage? 

                                                                                           4 x ½ mark = 2 marks 

a)   the Arctic Sunrise (line 2): a (Greenpeace) ship 

b)    big lump of steel (line 43 – 44):  a (cruise) ship 

c)   the illusion of solitude (line 46):   The fact that tourists do not see 

other people or ships 

d)    Astrid Zafiro (line 51): Chief of Argentina’s research base 

(in Paradise Harbour) 

 

14.   Between lines 20 and 56, find a word or phrase which means: 

                                                                                           4 x ½ mark = 2 marks  

a) calm: serene (line 20) 

b) compensates: makes up (for) (line 23) 

c) surpass: outdo (line 33) 

d) sadly: wistfully (line 56) 
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15.  Summary. Write a paragraph of between 50 – 60 words describing what makes a 

cruise to Antarctica attractive.                                                              7 marks 

      

1)  See animals living in their natural surroundings / see penguins, 

seals and cormorants  

2)  Enjoy dinghy rides to watch whales  

3)  Go kayaking  

4)  Go trekking through the slopes   

5)  Enjoy on-board facilities found only on polar- / ice-class cruise 

liners / heated deck igloos, underwater lounges, extendable 

viewing platforms 

6)  The possibility of seeing an unspoilt landscape 

 

 

 

Marks are to be awarded as follows: 

 

6 points x ½ mark = 3 marks 

2 marks for cohesion 

2 marks for accuracy 

  No marks to be awarded for coherence and accuracy unless at least 3 of the 

points are included. 

  1 mark is to be deducted from the total if the summary is longer than the 

indicated number of words.  
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Word count:  between 295 and 299, or 351 and 355, deduct 1 mark; below 294 or over 356, deduct 2 marks.   

 

Writing Marking Scheme 

Year 11 Track 3  

(based on 30 marks)  

Excellent – very good Good - average Below average - weak 

 5-4 3-2 1-0 

Task Achievement and Relevance 

(5 marks)     

Task is fully achieved. 

Text type features are appropriate. 

Content is completely relevant. 

Task is partly achieved. 

Text type features are mostly 

appropriate.  

Content is mostly relevant. 

Task is hardly achieved. 

Text type features are 

inappropriate. 

Content is not relevant. 

Organisation and Linking 

(5 marks)     

Paragraphs are well-organised and 

cohesive. 

Effective use of linking words. 

Paragraphs are adequately organised 

and mostly cohesive. 

Adequate use of linking words.  

Paragraphs are poorly organised 

and hardly cohesive. 

Poor or no use of linking words. 

Vocabulary  

(5 marks)    

A wide range of vocabulary is used 

appropriately.  

Good use of register. 

 

A moderate range of vocabulary is 

used mostly appropriately. 

Adequate use of register. 

A limited range of vocabulary is 

used hardly appropriately.  

Poor use of register. 

 10-8 7-4 3-0 

Grammatical accuracy 

(10 marks)   

Grammatical structures are widely 

varied and accurate.  

Accurate use of punctuation with the 

occasional minor error.  

Grammatical structures are adequately 

varied and mostly accurate.  

Adequate use of punctuation. 

Grammatical structures are limited 

and mostly inaccurate. 

Poor use of punctuation which 

hinders communication. 

 5-4 3-2 1-0 

Spelling  

(5 marks)   

Spelling of low-frequency words 

mostly accurate with the occasional 

minor error.  

0 mistakes = 5 marks 

1-2 mistakes = 4 marks 

Spelling of low-frequency words fairly 

accurate. 

3-4 mistakes = 3 marks 

5-6 mistakes = 2 marks  

Spelling of low-frequency and 

high-frequency words mostly 

inaccurate.  

7-8 mistakes = 1 mark 

9+ mistakes = 0 marks 


